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the social science encyclopedia first published in 1985 to acclaim from social scientists librarians and students was
thoroughly revised in 1996 when reviewers began to describe it as a classic this third edition has been radically recast
over half the entries are new or have been entirely rewritten and most of the balance have been substantially revised
written by an international team of contributors the encyclopedia offers a global perspective on key issues within the
social sciences some 500 entries cover a variety of enduring and newly vital areas of study and research methods
experts review theoretical debates from neo evolutionism and rational choice theory to poststructuralism and
address the great questions that cut across the social sciences what is the influence of genes on behaviour what is
the nature of consciousness and cognition what are the causes of poverty and wealth what are the roots of conflict
wars revolutions and genocidal violence this authoritative reference work is aimed at anyone with a serious interest in
contemporary academic thinking about the individual in society

john brewer explores the essential nature of the social sciences and the ways in which notions of impact and value
could be reframed to generate a more productive debate around their contribution to the good of society

featuring over 1 800 concise definitions of key terms the dictionary of the social sciences is the most comprehensive
authoritative single volume work of its kind with coverage on the vocabularies of anthropology sociology political
science economics human geography cultural studies and marxism the dictionary is an integrated easy to use ato z
reference tool designed for students and non specialists it examines classic and contemporary scholarship including
basic terms concepts theories schools of thought methodologies issues and controversies as a true dictionary it also
contains concise jargon free definitions that explain the rich sometimes complex language of these increasingly
visible fields

the social sciences methodology and perspectives provides an overview of the social sciences and their methodology
this book is lucidly written and up to date and it will be a valuable resource for all who want an initiation into the core
themes perspectives and the methods of the social sciences

in recent years social scientists have turned their critical lens on the historical roots and contours of their disciplines
including their politics and practices epistemologies and methods institutionalization and professionalization
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national development and colonial expansion globalization and local contestations and public presence and role in
society the social sciences in the looking glass offers current social scientific perspectives on this reflexive moment
examining sociology anthropology philosophy political science legal theory and religious studies the volume s
contributors outline the present transformations of the social sciences explore their connections with critical
humanities analyze the challenges of alternate paradigms and interrogate recent endeavors to move beyond the
human throughout the authors who belong to half a dozen disciplines trace how the social sciences are thoroughly
entangled in the social facts they analyze and are key to helping us understand the conditions of our world
contributors chitralekha jean louis fabiani didier fassin johan heilbron miriam kingsberg kadia kristoffer kropp nicolas
langlitz john lardas modern Alvaro morcillo laiz amin pérez carel smith george steinmetz peter d thomas bregje van
eekelen agata zysiak

professor duverger at last provides the student with an overall view of the methodology of the social sciences he
briefly traces the origin of the notion of a social science showing how it emerged from social philosophy its essential
elements and pre conditions are described the splintering of social science into specialist disciplines is explained and
the need for a general sociology confirmed the techniques of observation used by social scientists are dealt with in
some detail and the unity of the social sciences is illustrated by examples of the universal application of these
techniques documentary evidence in its various forms are described along with the basic analytical techniques
including quantitative methods and content analysis other methods of gathering information through polls
interviews attitude scales and participant observation are all described professor duverger brings together the
different kinds of analysis used to assess the information thus gathered arguing that observing and theorizing are not
two different stages or levels of research he examines the practical value and difficulties of general sociological
theories partial theories and models and working hypotheses he both describes and assesses the limitations of
experiment and the scope of comparative methods in the social sciences he then gives elementary instructions for
using and assessing the value of mathematical techniques the possibilities of presenting social phenomena through
graphs and charts are also explored there are useful book lists and diagrams

organizing his work thematically to explore important ideas and trends that have influenced the social sciences since
world war ii daniel bell charts the rise and fall of major developments in the field and presents a comprehensive
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survey of the progress of the social sciences over this thirty five year period bell discusses such major advances as the
emergence of sotiobiology as an effort to unify social behavior through genetically based parameters structuralism
the multiplicity of new paradigms in macroeconomics and schools of neo marxism parts i and ii of the social sciences
since the second world war originally appeared as yearly installments in the encyclopaedia britannica s great ideas
today series and are combined for the first time in book form dr bell has added an introductory essay that reviews the
time frame and details his rationale for focusing on specific disciplines his emphasis throughout is on those synoptic
efforts geared at providing a systematic body of theory that set forth some coherent statement about human
behavior or social structure the book concludes with a discussion of the viability of formulating a unified viewof
knowledge through the unity of science

tourism studies and the social sciences aims to provide students with a wider understanding of and grounding in the
theories of the social sciences that tourism studies have been built upon

this book is an expanded and revised edition of the author s critically acclaimed volume nuts and bolts for the social
sciences in twenty six succinct chapters jon elster provides an account of the nature of explanation in the social
sciences he offers an overview of key explanatory mechanisms in the social sciences relying on hundreds of examples
and drawing on a large variety of sources psychology behavioral economics biology political science historical
writings philosophy and fiction written in accessible and jargon free language elster aims at accuracy and clarity
while eschewing formal models in a provocative conclusion elster defends the centrality of qualitative social sciences
in a two front war against soft literary and hard mathematical forms of obscurantism

for freshman sophomore level courses in the introduction to social sciences may also be used in global issues world
community introduction to international studies interdependence courses cutting edge in both perspective and
approach this introduction to the social sciences covers all the traditional social science concepts but views them
through a modern prism using a lively clear style it provides a genuinely interdisciplinary exploration of contributions
from all six social science disciplines sociology anthropology psychology economics political science geography
reflects contemporary global interdependence offers a post cold war analytical framework and recognizes the
indebtedness of the social sciences to the natural sciences and the humanities case studies feature film analyses
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maps and photos highlight important historical events and concepts throughout

this volume offers selected papers exploring issues arising from scientific discovery in the social sciences it features a
range of disciplines including behavioural sciences computer science finance and statistics with an emphasis on
philosophy the first of the three parts examines methods of social scientific discovery chapters investigate the nature
of causal analysis philosophical issues around scale development in behavioural science research imagination in
social scientific practice and relationships between paradigms of inquiry and scientific fraud the next part considers
the practice of social science discovery chapters discuss the lack of genuine scientific discovery in finance where
hypotheses concern the cheapness of securities the logic of scientific discovery in macroeconomics and the nature of
that what discovery with the solidarity movement as a case study the final part covers formalising theories in social
science chapters analyse the abstract model theory of institutions as a way of representing the structure of scientific
theories the semi automatic generation of cognitive science theories and computational process models in the social
sciences the volume offers a unique perspective on scientific discovery in the social sciences it will engage scholars
and students with a multidisciplinary interest in the philosophy of science and social science

the book focuses on the status and role of the social sciences in the current millennium drawing inspiration from a
range of theorists it critically examines the key debates on the social science stream and focuses on its ir relevance in
our times in the background of changing state market dialectics it specifically scrutinises knowledge politics of the
global times to reveal how the neoliberal project aligns and fuses steep economic conditionalities with professional
cultural parameters of higher academia to constrain autonomy and weaken radical expressions in social science
pedagogy and research asserting that the humanistic core of social sciences has the potential to resist acts of
reducing knowledge to a monochromatic form the book argues that the social science stream can challenge and
resist such hegemonic ambitions it also identifies and analyses the contradictions dilemmas predicaments and false
steps of social scientists and avoids a reductive approach based on the west versus non west binary the volume will
be of interest to scholars and researchers of the social sciences in general and of sociology politics of knowledge
political theory political sociology and education in particular

one of the very first books to explore the role of the social sciences in historical sociological and global perspectives it
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does so by analyzing the practical making and discursive aspects of social scientific disciplines including sociology
economics psychology business and administration studies social gerontology gender studies educational science
geography and political science it looks at them not only in their academic setting but also in extra academic
contexts and in a broader global setting the volume includes 15 chapters written by an international and
multidisciplinary group of scholars the overall aim of the book is to encourage a contextual and reflexive
understanding of the complex and dynamic relationship between the social sciences and society of the past and in
today s globalized world it is concerned with the bonds between the social sciences and society at large including
themes such as gender and power science and politics academic boundaries and global power relations and
postcolonial perspectives

what is social science does social scientific knowledge differ from other kinds of knowledge such as the natural
sciences and common sense what is the relation between method and knowledge this concise and accessible book
provides a critical discussion and comprehensive overview of the major philosophical debates on the methodological
foundations of the social sciences from its origins in the sixteenth century when a new system of knowledge was
created around the idea of modernity the author shows how the philosophy of social science developed as a
reflection on some of the central questions in modernity visions of modernity have been reflected in the self
understanding of the social sciences from the positivist dispute on explanation vs understanding to controversies
about standpoint to debates about constructivism and realism delanty outlines the major shifts in the philosophy of
social science he argues that social science is an intellectual framework for the transformation of the social world the
new edition is updated and expanded throughout with the latest developments in the field including a new chapter
on feminist standpoint epistemology and additional material on neo positivism pragmatism and reflexivity this is one
of the most ambitious and wide ranging texts in recent years on debates on method and the contemporary situation
of social science it is of interest to undergraduate students and postgraduates as well as to professional researchers
with an interest in the philosophy of the social sciences and social theory

even after teaching generations of social scientists neil smelser s classic study remains the most definitive statement
of methodological issues for comparative scholars in political science anthropology sociology economics and
psychology these issues are timeless and therefore the lucid analysis remains timely and relevant offering a unique
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clarity to working scholars as well as students fighting their way through the methodological thickets of comparative
studies smelser posits a methodological continuity between the comparative studies of past masters and the more
recent flow of contemporary comparative work to that end he takes a pragmatic critical look at the classic studies of
alexis de tocqueville Emile durkheim and max weber his analyses respect the historical specifics and contexts of their
work but also raise general issues such as cross unit comparability empirical representation of theoretical concepts
and measures and historical causality the book further deals with the ongoing flows of comparative study in the
social sciences which while methodologically more self conscious than past work nevertheless face a common set of
issues including causation classification and reducing bias this book is one of the most well known and frequently
referenced studies of methodology and historical applications in the social sciences and how the approaches vary by
disciplines it is written by the internationally recognized expert on the intersection of sociology with economics
psychology and political science an enduring resource it is presented now as part of the classics of the social sciences
series from quid pro books
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